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Dunston Hill Community Primary School - Policy for ADULT Helpers In School
Policy for adult Helpers in School
Aims
· To build positive relationships with all the adults who help in school

· To value and utilise the expertise, talents and interests of adults who come into school

· To enable the children to meet and work with a variety of different people

· To facilitate individual and small group work under the teacher’s supervision and guidance

Practical Considerations

Who helps?
At Dunston Hill we welcome a variety of adults into school as helpers. These may be parents, grandparents and other relatives of children in school, family friends, members of the local community and people who have a particular talent, expertise or interest which is linked to a class or school-based topic.

When?
In general, helpers are recruited at the beginning of each school year by means of a general letter from the school’s Community Officer or through personal contact by the teachers. Some helpers may be new to school, others recruited from previous years. Class helpers in one year may stay with the existing class teacher or may move with their child’s class.

If, during the year, other people ask to help in school, they are always welcome. Similarly, if a need arises for extra helpers or helpers with a specific expertise, a further letter will be sent home. 

Following the general letter, replies are distributed amongst all the staff by the Community Officer. Individual teachers then make personal contact with their helpers and make their own arrangements.

Adults help in school throughout the school day. They may be asked to help with a range of activities and tasks in and out of the classroom depending on their preference and skills.

Some adults who are unable to come into school but still wish to help often take jobs home to do.

All helpers are encouraged to be familiar with school routines and practices.

Clearance

All helpers who have regular contact with children will be asked to complete an enhanced disclosure form in order for them to be ‘police cleared’.

Community Room

The school’s community room is provided where helpers are able to spend playtimes. Facilities are available to make a cup of tea or coffee. These refreshments are provided by the school. Teachers are responsible for making sure any new helper is introduced to other adults in school and shown where to go.

