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Gateshead Council
Nursery Admission Policy 2006
Governing Bodies of schools providing nursery education allocate places at their school using the Local Education Authority’s admissions policy. We consult the Governing Bodies each year about this policy.

This policy is as follows:

· To offer most children a part-time place for either five morning sessions or five afternoon sessions.

We aim to provide a quality service. So we feel that we should offer at least five sessions per week. However, if you ask we may offer your child fewer sessions.

· The school Governing Body will decide who to offer the places to. They will do this by consulting with the Headteacher and LEA.

· If there are not enough places available in a nursery class, then priority will be given to children who are living in Gateshead. Among those children priority will be given to those who will become four during the academic year and would only have the opportunity to benefit from three terms of nursery education.

If your child will only reach the age of three during the academic year in question, priority will be given to children who become three during the Autumn term, then the Spring term and then the Summer term. However a place can only be offered to your child in these circumstances if we can confirm that the place is not needed for another child who will become four during that year.

At first the school Governing Body will offer places to children whose parents have put the school as their first choice. Among those children they will give priority in the following order:

1. Children who live in the school’s catchment area.

2. Children who live in Gateshead and who will have a brother or sister at the school, or at the feeder junior school during the coming academic year.
3. Other children who live in Gateshead.

4. Children who live outside Gateshead, but only if places are otherwise likely to remain available during the academic year.

If the criteria above are not enough to help the Governing Body to decide priority, they will consider the distance pupils live from the school, measured ‘as the crow flies’. Pupils living nearest to the school will have priority.
However, children who would not have priority based on this may be considered if they do not have access to nursery education at other schools in the area.

Governing Bodies have the right to consider individual applications, particularly in cases involving medical or social needs. Looked after children have particular social needs which Governing Bodies will have regard for. This kind of application must be supported in writing by relevant professional agencies.

The Governing Body will look only at the parent’s/guardian’s address to decide whether a child lives in the school’s catchment area. 
Governing Bodies will keep an up-to-date waiting list if there are more children applying than places available at their school. If you apply late, your child’s name may be added to the list by using the priority order described above.
If places then become available, the school’s Governing Body will consider all the applications on the waiting list based on the priority order set out above. It will not matter at this stage whether the school was your first choice.

Bensham Grove Nursery will use the priority order set out above if they receive more applications than they have places available.

The catchment area for Barley Mow Primary School includes the catchment area for the former George Street Primary School.

Access for children with disabilities 

We have made a commitment that, wherever possible, children who have disabilities will be educated in their local primary school. Where possible, the school and we will consider making reasonable adjustments to the building to allow your child to go there.

If we cannot make the necessary adjustments, we will discuss with you an alternative school that could provide suitable facilities. If there is not a place available at this alternative school we will still expect the school’s Governing Body to accept your child.

An increasing number of primary schools already provide access for children with a range of special needs. We have plans to continue to increase this number.

To apply for a place in a nursery class for September 2006, you must complete and return an application form to the Headteacher of your chosen first preference school by 2 December 2005. 
