20 July 2011
Dear Parent / Carer
This final correspondence of another busy year at school replaces our normal Weekly Newsletter and draws attention to recent events and important information for next September.
Farewell: Today we held two special assemblies to say goodbye to a number of staff who will be leaving at the end of term. Mrs Turnbull, Mr Dixon and Miss Stewart are taking early retirement, Mrs Grayburn, Mrs Redpath and Mrs Leonard will be pursuing other ventures and interests, and Mrs Bootland will be returning in September to do some supply work in school. We obviously thanked them for their loyal support and hard work and wished them well in the future. 

Leavers’ Assembly: Last night’s special assembly for Year 6 was extremely well attended. It was lovely to see our older children reminisce and celebrate their time here at Dunston Hill. We wish them all well as they move on to their respective secondary schools and are confident that they will enjoy further success. We hope that they will come back and visit us in the near future. Good luck Year 6!
Attendance: Today we presented attendance certificates to 260 children who achieved our target of 95% this term. Congratulations in particular must go to 32 of our children who achieved 100% for the full year – a tremendous feat! The winner of the local authority’s 100% attendance initiative for this term was a pupil from Kingsmeadow School, so bad luck to Abbie Guyan (Class 1A) who was our entry.  
School Uniform: A reminder that uniform orders placed by today will arrive in school during the summer holidays. Parents / carers will be notified by text when they arrive and orders can be collected from the school office on the morning of either Thursday 1 or Friday 2 September. The deadline date for the next orders placed on-line is Monday 29 August for delivery to school by the third week in September. Please note that the cost of the book bags will increase to £3.45 from the beginning of the new academic year.
Term Dates for the new academic year are as follows:
	School Dates 2011/12:
	Autumn Term 2011
	Spring Term 2012
	Summer Term 2012

	Start of term
	Tuesday 6 September
	Tuesday 3 January
	Monday 16 April

	Half term
	24-28 October
	13-17 February
	4–8 June

	End of term
	Friday 16 December
	Friday 30 March
	Thursday 19 July


In addition, school will also be closed on Monday 2 January 2012, Monday 7 May 2012 (Bank Holidays) and Friday 1 June for a staff professional development day. One occasional day has still to be arranged in the summer term and also an additional day for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 
Finally, on behalf of the staff, children and governors, can we take this opportunity to wish everyone a warm and relaxing summer holiday.
